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All submissions will be published on the Council’'s website

from 10 May 2006. Please remember to indicate if you wish to present your

submissjgg in person at one of the hearings.

non issions wi . - i i
No anonymous submissions will be accepted Please ensure your submission arrives no later than Friday 5 May 20086.

Ym&r sahmfssmﬁ
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SUBMISSIONS.

In the 4™ paragraph of his introduction to, “our community plan 2006”.
Our Mayor states, “This city must not go back”

My reason for coming forward, to join with most submissions this week
is to question, even the remotest possibility, that our community could
sanction the closing of any library. That would indeed be a backward

step.
It is the last act before someone like ALARIC moves in

Submissions therefore are a good idea. It gives us all an opportunity to
clear the air. To see more clearly where we are going and what we are
about, and not just cutting back to balance budgets.

The cost of running a library is small. But having a library means that
the infrastructure is there, destroy it and you have nothing and it might
not be replaced.

Do not close libraries therefore, maintain the infrastructure that others
struggled to build. Do not be put off because you cannot measure the
benefit for size or quantity.It cannot be assessed.

But it \VILL be missed.

Children with homework projects

Young people looking for answers\

Older people who value knowledge,

and language and the books of stories, poems, ideas and dreams.

All would miss it and life would be so much diminished, and this at a
time when we are setting our hopes on a more fruitful future, working to
make all things better.

T suggest to you that as we drive forward to expand Christchurch City,
making it cleaner, safer, better, we should all agree that part of our goal
is to ensure libraries are secure and not to be tampered with. So that in
10 years, 20 years or 50 years, when our Mayor measures the growth in
miles of tar sealed roads, clean water supply, efficient bus services and
waste controlled, he can always proudly say of our libraries

“WE CANNOT MEASURE THE VAST WEALTH THEY REPRESENT”
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