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Submission on Draft Community Plan:
From J.N. Birss (details on form to which this sheet is attached).

Closing the Bishopdale library would be an inconvenience to hundreds of readers
within a few kilometres of this popular facility. Please leave it open.

Many people in the immediate vicinity of the library, such as pensioners and
families with small children, do not have transport to get to other library
branches. People with physical disability often find it hard to change buses, and
small children should not have to travel on their own, changing buses, to reach a

library.

With petrol prices soaring, it behoves the City Council to maintain facilities which
reduce the need of citizens with cars to travel to take advantage of its services.

The Bishopdale library caters for children as well as adults. It's tidy, clean, and
well stocked. It does an excellent job of obtaining books from other city libraries
and the stack store when requested. The staff are informed, helpful, warm, and
polite. They deserve better than to have their careers and income put under a
cloud by the murmurings of possible closure.

If the council closes Bishopdale library, a useful civic facility will be lost.

If it is imperative to save money on libraries why not instead close the central
city library on Sundays, an expensive day to operate on. For years, readers were
happy with a library open at the weekend only on Saturday mornings.

Similarly why not trim weekend hours at New Brighton, where to the casual
visitor the stock seems to contain largely Mills and Boon and similar frothy
entertainment, which surely fails to meet the original noble aims of public

libraries.

Why not end subscription to Sky TV, which doesn't fit with the literacy goals of
libraries. Also in the central library, the council might look at the extensive
seating facilities and computer terminals provided. Much of this seems to be
used chiefly by foreign students. They come from language schools which don’t
provide study facilities or libraries. The facilities therefore comprise a subsidy

from ratepayers to these schools.

I am not advocating these cuts, but if library spending must be saved these
should be on the table, too. Over all, I would prefer to see curtailed overseas
trips for councillors, mayor, and staff and ending some of the city’s welfare and
other activities that are traditionally the field of central government or charities.
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