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Submission on Drafi Community Plan — Geoff Davies, 25B Northfield Road,
Casebrook. Ph: 352-4518

Relating to Summary, Page 8

Closure of libraries and mobile library
I wish to object o the above closures. As a resident of Redwood and Casebrook for

the last 25 years, the libraries have been an invaluable source of information for study
and leisure for all our family, young and old. They support school and community
learning and must be allowed to continue. The loss of the services will severely affect
residents in these communities. A library in each community is a valuable asset and
contributes to the intellectual health and well-being of the city as a whole. The
savings of $450,000 cannot be justified.

Closure of four suburban pools

I wish to object to the closure of four suburban pools. These should be maintained ata
level that complies with health and safety requirements, They are invalnable
community assets and must not be allowed to deteriorate, and then closed, as
happened with the Papanui Pool. Small community pools fulfill a need for leisure-
time involvement by small groups. People who use the suburban pools are happy with
the simple pleasures they provide compared to the bigger facilities which, despite
their added attractions can be anonymous places (see comments below).

Healthy communities mean a healthy city

In the modern macro-economic and social global scene, sociologists now say that
strong, small communities, where a sense of identity can be achieved are essential for
the good health of societies. A sense of identity instilled in our young people will give
them confidence and a secure base from which {o expand into the wider world and be
responsible citizens. The local libraries and swimming pools are part of this.

Relating to Summary, Page 15

Do we really need a new pool in the north of the ¢ity? The upgrade of Jellie Park and
the existing excellent facilities at QF11 and Centennial Pool surely provide amply for
residents in the north of Christchurch. I would suggest that putting some of the money
saved from building a new pool into existing pools and libraries will be a much

healthier and sustainable option for the future health of our local communities.




