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Canterbury
Carden Excursions

373 River Road
Christchurch 1
5 May 2008-05-05

SUBMISSION ON “OUR COMMUNITY PLAN” from Diana Madgin
Re: Botanic Gardens (draft summary p. 14)

Since this city’s beginnings in 1850, provision was made in its planning for a 500-
acre green space right in its heart, in size second only to New York City’s Central Park
but even more accessible. When the city was just a 13-year-old muddy-tracked,
swampy setilement, the first tree was planted in what was to become, a century later,
one of the top ten botanic gardens in the world.

Botanic gardens with rich patronage, particularly in the Americas, have been able
to focus, early in their development, on the educative function of a botanic garden, with
classrooms and teachers for both adults and school children. Education goes hand in
hand with the scientific role of a botanic institution. ‘

The short but highly significant role played by Dr David Given—in the last two
years prior to his untimely death—placed the Christchurch Botanic gardens in the world-
wide network for plant conservation, education and bio-diversity. Given’s name was
known and respected throughout the world. He knew better than anyone else in the city
that botanic gardens are key institutions in the quest to save the planet. Global
warming is now a non-debatable and frightening fact. If we cannot stop warming at a
further 2C, we lose a major percentage of the world’s species—just like that.

Twenty years ago, when gardening was the number one national hobby of over
60% of New Zealanders over 30, some appeal for understanding or sustainability could
be made to the great numbers of hands-in-dirt gardeners. Today, what the British call _
“cheque-book gardeners” have come fo dominate the new gardens. Their children may
not be gardeners, but we have to teach them to conserve, to protect, 1o understand our
native flora. They have to grow up inspired to save, not destroy.

We had in Dr Given a world-class scientist, who knew and profoundly understood
these issues and had plans for the Botanic Gardens that went forward with these big
issues io the fore. ;

Itis absolutely imperative to get world-class leadership for our botanic gardens.
This is not a luxury, as those who have no understanding of botany as it relates to
planet survival tend to think. Nor is this simply a pretty municipal garden, as is most
people’s understanding of botanic gardens, and therefore deserving a “just-a-garden” or
‘why-waste-taxpayers'-money” cursory nod. ' ,

New Zealand has been so richly endowed with green space, garden space, fruit

-and vegetables, throughout history that “garden” has become almost invisible, a taken-

for-granted in our landscape and our culture. Christchurch needs to grasp and highlight
~ the Botanic Gardens as the centre of this Garden City. The most visited, most loved,
most botanically progressive institution in our city, in our history even, requires highly
qualified leadership to.raise its profile both locally and internationally. Anything less
wastes one of our richest civic resources. ' I




